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to combine the parties forming them 1nto one body politie,

or political society, under g common Government, This
is apparent on the face of the Instrument,  We, the people
of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union
establish justice, ensure domestie tranquility, provide for
the common defence, Promote the general welfare, and se-
cure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and oyr Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America. . That such is the general scope of the
instrument 1s not contested by the wvarmest advocates of the
doctrines .ma'intainedf.by the Convention of South Carolipa.
But th;e’p:re,qise,objeqt,'yirllicll the parties (g g social compact
have in view in forming themselves into one polit
ty, is to terminate the relation of mutual independence
which previously existed between them. [f the contract
contéiqed;a.;cla:pgc.ppoyidjng,'that the parties should retain
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theirpqlitlcgl-gl_‘qd‘ep‘endeqcé,_:i t would be self-contrad ictory;
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in such a way as to -attribute to the parties such an intep.
tion, would, as the Commitfee have. Temarked, involve {]e
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tract"o’n\'th'ef.,é"’,ippqs}};oh', that the pariies intended to remain

single. . It.is of (he essence of ‘a'sggial compact or Constj.

tution of Government, that the parties toit surrender thejp

declare this wil], agreeably to the fopms prescribed in the
Constitution—ip other iords, to make ang alter the Jaws as
0ccasion may require, is the office of the Government. No
individual or othep member of the bedy politic can possibly
assuch, exercise the power of making or annulling the laws,
for the obvioys reason that laws derive thejp character as
such, from being the acts of the Gover,nment',‘a,nd that i1f an
ndividual, or other member of the "body politic, should
Succeed ip giving to his own wjll .the force law, that is, in
Compelling the sociely to obey it, he would at the same
line cease to he g citizen, and wouid concentrate i hig
OWn haods the Government of the couniry. insome ex-
(eirg caseg of intolerable oppression, the individual and
othep members of the body politic are justifiable in forcibl_y
OPposing the ¢xecution of the law; but even in these cases
there is ng claim of any coastitutional or legal right to repeal
Or anng] iy, The claim is to resist, in the exercise of the
falural apd nalienabie rigl: of self defence, the execulion
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.?' what ig admitted at the time to be, in form at Ieast, a
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